
MCC Nature Competitions 

Guidelines and Rules 

 

Nature photography refers to the depiction of all branches of the natural world in the wild 

in such fashion that the viewer will be able to identify or recognize it as an honest rendition 

of the subject matter. The nature value or nature story of the photograph must be weighed 

more than the pictorial quality, while maintaining high technical quality. The use of 

accurate titles is also required to correctly identify the visual representation of the subject. 

 

Categories in Nature Competitions 

For the purpose of Nature competitions, the Montreal Camera Club applies the following 

category definitions: 

- General: natural phenomena such as landscapes or seascapes, rocks, fossils, 

astrophotography, etc. 

- Zoology: live animals (mammals, reptiles, amphibians, insects, either wild or 

kept in reserves or zoos; excluding domestic animals (dogs, cats, livestock, etc.), 

feral animals (dogs, cats, and other usually domestic livestock that have 

transitioned back to a wild state) or mounted/museum specimens. 

- Botany: wildflowers, plants and fungi growing in the wild or cultivated in 

botanical gardens, etc. in their botanical form; excluding horticultural varieties, still 

life studies (created by man and not found as such in nature). 

- Ornithology: undomesticated birds in their natural habitat, in a zoo or refuge. 

No trace of hand-of-man is permitted, with the exception of when the species is 

essentially associated with such features (for example: pelicans on pier posts, 

storks on tall manmade structures, barn owls in barns).   

Any “hand of man” in a Nature image shall disqualify it from being accepted in the Nature 

category. Examples of “hand-of-man” include roads, houses, fences, electrical wires, 

people, mowed grass, tool-cut wood.  Nevertheless, photographs of wildlife in zoos can 

be accepted in a Nature competition, but these should not show human intervention such 

as the cage bars, walls, zoo straw, or cut grass, etc. 

 



Selection and Eligibility of Competition Entries 

The division co-chairs pre-screen submitted entries as to size, category, and file-naming 

to MCC standards and overall eligibility. If possible, division co-chairs ask for corrections 

from competing photographers, as required. Corrections to sizing, naming, category, 

identification and quality of the specimen will be accepted if properly completed within the 

pre-determined time limit. 

Co-chairs can evaluate the subject matter of each photograph and consider whether the 

subject belongs in the category selected by the maker and/or is correctly identified. 

The 3 judges appointed for a competition shall point out to the chair any aspects of an 

entry that may render it ineligible for the category or competition in which it has been 

entered. 

Disqualification of a submission can be recommended to the chair by the judges at the 

time of scoring of the images. It is the responsibility of the chair to decide to reject or score 

the questioned image.  

In the case of a possible disqualification the maker can present a catch-up entry (called 

a “re-submit,” at one of the following competitions (except, of course, if the disqualification 

occurs in the fifth and/or final competition), but only for a maximum of 3 times per 

competition year.  

In the case of a questioned category in competition 5, the chair has the authority to 

change the image category if that would avoid disqualification except when the maker 

had already been contacted by the chair and confirmed their initial category submission. 

 

Criteria for Judging 

Impact 

To what degree does the photograph provoke a reaction from the viewer: emotion, 

esthetic appreciation, etc.? Does the picture have WOW factor (exceptional impact)? 

Nature value 

Does the image clearly convey information regarding the appearance, behavior, or 

environment of a species or a specimen?  



Composition 

Is the subject properly or effectively placed in the frame? Are there distractions in the 

image? 

Technique 

Does the image demonstrate a mastery of photographic technique in terms of sharpness, 

lighting, depth of field, etc.? 

Post-processing of Nature Images 

Montreal Camera Club adheres to the dos and don’ts of Canadian Association of 

Photographic Art (CAPA) and major Nature photography associations, such as the 

Photographic Society of America (PSA). 

A Nature photograph must represent nature as it is captured in camera, excluding the 

recourse to artifice (using an artificial backdrop, for example). Stitched images and 

infrared pictures are not permitted. 

Any form of manipulation that alters the truth of the photographic image is not permitted. 

Techniques that add, relocate, replace, remove, or clone pictorial elements — except 

cropping — are not allowed. 

Editing tools that remove elements added by the camera (such as noise, sensor dust 

spots, film scratches) are allowed. 

Also permitted are: 

- Conversion to monochrome 

- HDR 

- Cropping 

- Sharpening 

- Dodging and burning 

- Focus stacking. 

Not permitted are: 

- Blurring of a background using software in post-processing 

- Composites, vignettes, infrared 

- Creative filters 

- Long exposures, including star trails 

- Digital frames. 



 

Themed Categories 

 

At the start of any competition year, the Nature Chair may designate up to two of the first 

four (4) of the season’s Nature competitions to be themed in one of the four categories 

(Botany, Nature General, Ornithology, or Zoology).  

• Example: Competition 4; Category: Zoology; Theme: Insects and Spiders. 

Any category may be themed only once during the competition year, and only one 

category may be themed per competition.  No categories may be themed in the 5th and 

last of a season’s competitions. 

Participation in a designated Theme competition is optional, and members who choose 

not to participate are free to enter their images in the other three (3) categories for that 

competition. For a themed category competition evening, members may submit a total of 

three (3) entries in any of the four Nature categories (i.e., Botany, Nature General, 

Ornithology, or Zoology).  However, member entries (if any) in the category that has been 

themed, must comply with the theme’s subject matter. 

Themed category entries are treated in the same way as regular category entries with 

respect to entry limits, scoring, Image of the Year competition, honors and awards. It is 

the Chair or Co-Chair’s responsibility to ensure member entries conform to the category 

theme. 


