
Artist of the Month 
 

With this new feature, AIM’s objective is to provide additional exposure to 
individual artists and provide readers with an inside look at their artistic 

background, process, and influences etc.  
In addition to being featured in our newsletter, each artist will be spotlighted on our 

website for one month on the “Artist of the Month” page! 
https://www.artistsinmontreal.com/artist-of-the-month/  

 
This month, we are pleased to shine the spotlight on… 

 

Diana Bruno 
 

Montreal Photographer 
 
When can you call yourself a photographer,  
or for that matter an artist? 
 

My work is on this site, which is a site for 
artists, so I guess I am an artist, specifically a 
photographer. I use the camera as a means through 
which to express my creativity. For many years, my 
images were the usual suspects—family, friends, 
pets, travel. The turning point for me was 2007 when 
I decided to take this interest seriously and find my 
photographic voice. I started taking workshops here 
and abroad, I joined the Montreal Camera Club, I 
learned to post-process, and I participated in some 
shows and exhibitions. 
 

If external validation is the criterion, then I can 
say I am a photographer. At my first juried show, it 
was a three-person group show in 2010, all my images 
were snapped up. In 2021, at the 126th Annual 
Women’s Art Society of Montreal, my image 
“Anomie” made history as the first photograph ever to 
be awarded when it won second prize. Earlier this year, 
my image, “Listen” won an Honorable Mention at 
AIM’s Valentine’s Day Art Show.  

Reflections Series: Anomie, Toronto – Framed 
archival inkjet print – 26” x 29’ – Edition of 7 - 

$575 



Where do you find inspiration for your work? 
 

Most of the time, it’s by chance. Photographers 
typically are seekers and chasers of light, and of shadows. 
I never know where or when I’m going to find one or both 
that make me want to pick up my camera.  
 

And then there is frustration, which was the impetus 
for my series of Florentine Reflections. I was in Florence 
for a week. I was taking language classes in the mornings 
and wandering the city the rest of the time. My first day I 
stopped in front of an haute couture boutique with window 
displays of exquisite evening gowns with price tags to 
match. I wanted to take some record shots, just for me, of 
these gowns. Impossible. There were too many reflections 
from the buildings across the street getting in the way. Like 
a GPS or map app, my brain told me to recalibrate. What 
about working with the reflections instead of trying to fight 
them? And that became my mission for the rest of the week: 
finding shop windows with interesting displays and 
equally interesting reflections. It was all about careful 
composition in camera, nothing to do with multiple 
exposures in camera. 
 

Orchids. They are endlessly fascinating. They come 
in so many different shapes, sizes, and colours, which is 
not surprising because there are over 900 genera, about 
20,000 to 30,000 species and over 70,000 hybrids. I’ve 
been growing orchids and observing them for over 35 
years. I’m interested in capturing their character, shape, 
and structure. To the right is one of the images of Orchids 
I have on the AIM website.  
 
How would you describe your photographic voice? 
 

For now, there are two sides to it. Making pictures [making, which communicates 
the photographer’s active role or agency] that allow you to see different things each time 
and over time that you look at them. My images are best ‘consumed’ slowly. They are not 
high impact; they won’t elicit a wow reaction. Take a look at “Anomie,” part of my Toronto 
Reflections Series, or “Listen”, shot in an abandoned Montreal factory, or the Florentine 
Reflections Series. My voice is also about making portraits of people, candid or posed, 
portraits that capture an ordinary or a special moment. 

Florentine Reflections Series: Invitation – Unframed 
archival inkjet print – 16” x 20” - $350 

Orchid Series: View #4 of Paphiopedilum emersonii – 
Framed archival inkjet print – 6.5” x 8.5” – Edition of 9 - 

$55 



You alternate between professional cameras and cellphones for your art. In 
your opinion, what is more important in photography: the medium or the 
message? 
 

That is an interesting question. Marshall McLuhan’s answer was that the medium is 
the message. For me, the medium necessarily influences the message. The camera, whether 
standalone or part of a cellphone, and the specific lens, shape the message, as much as how 
the photographer uses them to shape and structure the message and, of course, what is done 
in post-processing. Is one better than the other? There is a school of thought that believes 
the best camera is the one you have with you. My first choice is a ‘proper’ camera. But, 
when I go out and see something I want to photograph and didn’t plan to shoot that day, 
and all I have is my cellphone, I don’t hesitate. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
We’d like to thank Diana Bruno for taking the 
time to prepare this interview with us and for 
sharing her beautiful work. 

 
 

Upcoming Art Shows/Events in Montreal 
 

The Women’s Art Association of Canada 
The WAAC in Toronto is hosting a free Artist Voice Zoom Lecture entitled  

“Getting to Know You Better” by speaker Linda Duvall. 
Date: May 19, 2022 from 1-2pm. 

Register by emailing Cal Lorimer at cal@womensartofcanada.ca  
She will email you the link the day of the lecture! 

Introspection – Young Woman in St. Petersburg, 
Russia 2015 – Framed archival inkjet print – 

10.75” x 14.5” - $375 

iPhone XS Image – A View of Sorel Cohen’s Textile Grid 
Installation at Vox Gallery, Montreal – Feb. 2022 – 
Unframed archival inkjet print – 13” x 8.5” - $175 


